OBITER   DICTA                                 311

excitement. They pander to the vices of humanity and
mean a waste of good cultivable soil and good money.
Who has not witnessed as I have, the ruin of fine men
caused by the gamble on the race-courses ? It is time
to leave alone the vices of the West and to strive to adopt
the best that it has to give.
Harijan,  18-l-'48

Refugees

They should learn the art of humility which demands
a rigorous self-searching rather than a search of others
and consequent criticism, often harsh, oftener unde-
served and sometimes only deserved. Searching of self
ennobles, searching of others debases. The sufferers
should learn the art and virtue of corporate life, in which
the circumference of co-operation is ever widening till
at last it encircles the whole human race. If they did
this, no sufferer will live in isolation. All of them, no
matter to which province they belong, will hold to-
gether and would be considering not the welfare of self
but that of all. This does not mean that all of them will
live or insist on living at one place, an impossible feat
at any time, more so today, when lakhs and lakhs of
people have been torn from their homes, not knowing
where to lay their heads upon. But this humble spirit
of co-operation does mean that wherever they are
placed, they will feel one with all the sufferers, no matter
from what strata of society they are drawn or to which
province they belong. Insistence on being accommo-
dated in a particular place of one's choice there will be
none. The sufferers will never grumble.

Moreover, every sufferer who is not a cripple will
do his or her full share of work against bread, clothing
and shelter in a becoming manner. Thus they will realize